“Ashes to Ashes, Dust to Dust”

In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to Almighty God: (name). We commit her body to the ground; earth to earth; ashes to ashes, dust to dust. The Lord bless her and keep her, the Lord maketh his face to shine upon her and be gracious unto her and give her peace. Amen.

The phrase is inspired by one that originates in Genesis 3:19, which the King James Version of the Bible has translated to, "By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return." In the original Hebrew text, the word "apar" means dust. The Bible makes several references to dust, one of the first being in Genesis 2:7, "God formed man out of the dust of the ground." This is not necessarily a literal reference to dust; it refers to a status of being, perhaps of nothingness."

Even though this is in reference to a biblical passage, how does it fit in with Romanticism’s ideas?
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