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Course Syllabus

"Would you tell me, please, which way I ought to go from here?"
"That depends a good deal on where you want to get to."...
(Alice in Wonderland, Chapter VI, P 64; Carroll, 1960)

Instructor: Mrs. Angela Garrett

         angela_garrett@mail.cl.k12.md.us

         a.smoorenburg@hotmail.com

         http://angiegarrett.weebly.com
Available for assistance: 3 – 4 P.M. twice a week (specific days announced periodically)

Course Text: McDougal Littell British Literature and one of the following novels: Brave New World, Lord of the Flies, or Pride and Prejudice (you are not required to purchase the novel, but I highly recommend it, so you can highlight and take notes in the margins)

Online textbook



Link: www.classzone.com 



Access Code: 3347156-590


You will have a textbook assigned to you.  You are to keep it covered, keep it safe, and bring it to class daily.  The fine for a lost textbook is $100.  Damaged textbooks will also be assessed fines on a prorated basis.
Required Materials: 


pens / pencils / highlighters 

marble composition book
binder with dividers (I recommend two packs of five) and looseleaf paper


something to read, every day…no matter what

(assignments torn from spiral notebooks will not be accepted)

Course Objectives:
· Develop an awareness of British culture by combining your current knowledge with new literature

· Evaluate and interpret various literary genres: novel, drama, poetry, ballad, essay, and short story

· Use the writing process (drafting through publication) to create audience-appropriate works in various formats: narrative, essay, description, cause/effect, compare/contrast, persuasion, or literary analysis

· Show an understanding of the language by using correct English in speaking and writing

· Use various media sources (print or electronic) for research purposes

· Produce an original research project using MLA format

· Communicate effectively by speaking appropriately and listening critically

Course Calendar:


This semester, we will read a variety of literature from different genres.  In addition to the literature, there will also be time spent daily on SAT prep, focusing on vocabulary building, and grammar.  Also, you will be expected to write a short research piece each quarter.  The breakdown of work is as follows:
1st Quarter



Beowulf (point-of-view, character analysis, epic hero)

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (elements of romance, romantic hero)
Morte d’Arthur (theme, internal vs. external conflict)


The Canterbury Tales: Prologue (characterization)



The Pardoner’s Tale (character analysis, irony)


The Wife of Bath’s Tale (the tone of the story, gender relations)
Sonnets 71, 116, 130 and 141 (analyzing mood, tone, alliteration, and personification)

Poetry selections from classic and modern British writers (comparing translations, meaning and purpose, compare/contrast different mood & tone of poetry, connecting to self)


Book/Author review (novel of your choice)
2nd Quarter

The Rime of the Ancient Mariner (analyze plot and tone, identify allegory and metaphor)


Macbeth (analyzing the following: character, dramatic effect, irony, and 





purpose; tragic hero)
“A Cup of Tea” (elements of a short story, identify theme, connect to today, effect of point-of-view on the reader)



“The Rocking-Horse Winner” (social class, identify theme, characterization)


“A Devoted Son” (character motivation, cultural expectancies, point-of-view)
Frankenstein (tragic hero, internal vs. external conflict, “could” vs. “should”)

Dr. Faustus (tragic hero, internal conflict, character motivation)


Literary Analysis (“Lord of the Flies” or “Brave New World”)
Policies

Attendance – Regular attendance is a must for this course; reading will be done primarily in class and discussion is a crucial component of the understanding of literature.  School policies apply for tardiness.  Three tardies to class will earn a referral to the office.  You are tardy when you are not seated and working on the day’s posted assignment when the bell rings.  Merely being present and breathing in the room does not mean you are “here.”  Think of it as work.  If your shift begins at 2:00, you do not roam in the door at that time.  You are prepared to begin your shift and are where you need to be with everything you will need.
Participation – You are expected to participate verbally in class or group discussions.  Your input should be well thought out, respectful of all involved, and focused on the topic at hand.  In addition to discussion, part of participating in class includes taking notes on the literature.  You will receive grades for these as well.
Grading – Every assignment will be worth a set amount of points.  Point values for assignments will vary according to difficulty and length.  Grading is based on a ten-point scale.  English 12 grading policy states that grades are weighted as follows:

1st Quarter = 40%

2nd Quarter = 40%

Final Exam = 20%
Assignments & Classwork – You will be expected to take notes based on the authors and selections in this class.  Some notes will be given from a slideshow, and others will require you to take notes independently as we read or discuss the literature.  Independently means just that – on your own.  Please do not expect me to repeat something five times simply because you chose not to pay attention.  I will signal when something is important, and it is up to you to write it down.  You will have a variety of assignments based upon the literature we read.  For each selection, expect to have a notebook quiz (based on information that can only be found in the notes given in class), a traditional objective assessment, and a written assessment.  
Missing or Late Work – Work not turned in will automatically earn a zero. Small assignments begun in class are generally due that day or the next at the latest (although there may be exceptions).  You will have approximately one week to complete the larger assignments.  County policy applies in that no work will be accepted past the deadline and that late work will be dropped one letter grade.  Note that missing one assignment will drop your grade by an entire letter.  BE RESPONSIBLE.

*** warnings ***

Do not, under any circumstances, approach me with excuses about sports, activities, or assignments for other classes that prevented you from completing work for this class.  What this says to me is “Mrs. Garrett, your class is not as important to me as these other things, and I decided to push my English work to the side.”   This will not make me inclined to be sympathetic, and will actually result in quite the opposite.  

Do track your progress throughout the semester.  It will help you…I promise.

Do not come to me at the end of the term and expect to raise an “F” to a “B” in a matter of days.  Be responsible, keep track of your scores, and make sure you are doing your part to pass the course.
Class Routines – Class will follow a basic procedure daily.  This procedure does not and never will include cell phones.  Turn it off, put it away, or prepare to have a parent come retrieve it from Mr. Smith.

· When you enter the room, the day’s objectives will be posted on the board.  These are to be copied into your notes at the beginning of each lesson/unit/selection.  This is the first thing you will do upon entering the classroom.

· Also on the board will be a question reflecting the previous day’s lesson or previewing the current day’s.  This is to be completed after copying the day’s objectives.

· After the tardy bell rings, you will have approximately 10 minutes to finish copying objectives and completing the assignment.  After 10 minutes, we will review the objectives and answers and begin class.  Warm-up questions are a graded assignment!

· On some days, half an hour will be reserved for quiet reading time.  You may bring something to read or help yourself to any reading materials that are in the classroom.  Magazines and newspapers are fine, as long as you are reading something you find interesting.

· Periodically, notes and grammar work will be checked and graded.  Please have these dated very clearly, otherwise they will not be checked.  I will not sift through nonsense and mayhem in binders.

· All extra materials are to be placed in the baskets under your desks before you leave the room.  You will not leave the room if books are all over the floor and in the aisles.
· All purses and bags of any sort must be placed on the floor during class.  I do not want to falsely accuse anyone of texting in class, and this will help to solve that issue.  On a related note, it is extremely conspicuous when someone is paying exceptionally close attention to his or her lap or pocket.  This is not sneaky.  It’s actually painfully obvious.
· Do not, do not, do not begin packing your belongings while class is going on.  Also, congregating at the door before the bell is not acceptable.  The class will not be dismissed unless everyone is seated.  The bell does not dismiss you.  I do.  

In this classroom, you will be expected to behave in an adult manner.  This means showing respect to all, regardless of differences of any type.  I consider the classroom to be a sanctuary for learning, where every student can feel safe to express himself or herself without fear of criticism or teasing.  We are all unique and none of us is perfect, so everyone must be accepted equally.  We will be reading, writing, talking, and learning together for the entire semester, and in order for this to work and be pleasant for everyone, we must behave as respectful, responsible members of our classroom community.  I will show you respect and I expect it to be shown in return.  Any language or behavior that may be interpreted as insulting is not welcome as it destroys the safe atmosphere.  I have faith that everyone will abide by these expectations in order to have the best semester possible.  If not, I want you to have faith that offenders will be asked to vacate the room until they feel ready to return in a functional manner.  
�
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