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Course Syllabus

“There's nothing to writing.  All you do is sit down at a typewriter and open a vein.”  (Walter Wellesley "Red" Smith, American sports writer)

Instructor: Mrs. Angela Garrett

         angela_garrett@mail.cl.k12.md.us

         a.smoorenburg@hotmail.com

         http://angiegarrett.weebly.com
Available for assistance: 3 – 4 P.M. twice a week (specific days announced periodically)

Course Text: The Practice of Creative Writing: A Guide for Students by Heather Sellers


  On Writing by Stephen King (recommended but not required)
Required Materials: 


pens / pencils / highlighters


3 marble composition books for freewriting, classwork, and journaling (3)

a folder for your portfolio pieces

(assignments torn from spiral notebooks will not be accepted)

Course Objectives:
· Evaluate and interpret various literary genres: drama, poetry, essay, and short story

· Use the writing process (drafting through publication) to create audience-appropriate works in various formats: poetry, drama, fiction, and creative nonfiction

· Show an understanding of the language by using correct English in speaking and writing

· Communicate effectively by speaking appropriately and listening critically

· Compose original pieces of writing in each of the following genres: creative nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and drama

Course Calendar:


This semester, we will spend time every day reading some and writing some.  The pieces will vary in length and genre, but you can definitely expect to write for at least 30 minutes every class period, if not more.  In addition to this, you will be expected to maintain a journal on your own time and compile twelve fully publishable pieces for a writing portfolio that will be completed by the end of the semester.  Also, you will be required to contribute at least six pieces of work to the school literary magazine.


We will begin the semester by looking at the basics of the writing process and creating a bank from which you can pull ideas.  From there, we will begin reading and analyzing literature in our four focus genres for its distinctive elements, which you will then use to improve your work.

Policies

Attendance – Regular attendance is an absolute must for this course.  A large component of writing is communicating effectively with others about your work or theirs.  School policies apply for tardiness.  Three tardies to class will earn a referral to the office.  You are tardy when you are not seated and working on the day’s posted question or warm-up when the bell rings.  Merely being present and breathing in the room does not mean you are “here.”  Think of it as work.  If your shift begins at 2:00, you do not roam in the door at that time.  You are prepared to begin your shift and are where you need to be with everything you will need.
Participation – You are expected to participate verbally in class or group discussions.  Part of your grade will be based on functional participation in workshop activities.  Failure to maintain respectful and cooperative behavior in these workshops will result in an invitation to vacate the classroom until you can return in the appropriate manner.
Grading – Every assignment will be worth a set amount of points.  Point values for assignments will vary according to difficulty and length.  Grading is based on a ten-point scale.  


Journals:

· One of your marble composition books is your journal.  You are expected to write in this on your own time, after school and on weekends.  There may occasionally be a topic or focus assigned, but for the most part it is for you to simply observe the world and write about it.  You can write poetry, fiction, creative essays, or dialogue in it…that is your decision.  By the end of each quarter, you should have 20 entries, none shorter than a page in length.  Lots of blank space, big writing, and doodles will not fool me.  Don’t try it.  You will not receive full credit.  By the end of the semester, you should easily fill a composition book.  
Portfolio:

· Your writing portfolio is a collection of your best work.  You are expected to submit 12 entries by the end of the course; six are to be completed and publishable each quarter.  By “publishable,” this means that the entry is to be grammatically correct, free of any mechanical or spelling errors, and fully revised.  Spell-check is your friend, but remember that it is not foolproof.  Grading is based on neatness and correctness, and is strict.  Each entry is to be typed in an easily readable font.  The title may be more elaborate, and appropriate pictures, borders, or graphics are acceptable as long as they don’t overpower the writing.  All four genres studies are to be included at least once in the final product.  NO HANDWRITTEN ENTRIES ARE ACCEPTABLE IN THE FINAL PORTFOLIO.

Workshops:

· You are expected to participate in multiple small-group workshops each quarter.  See me for details if you are absent, because this is something that is difficult to make up.  This is why maintaining your writing pieces and coming to class daily are crucial to your success in this course.  Your workshop groups will stay the same for each quarter.  For the first nine weeks, you choose.  I choose for the second nine weeks.  The reason is that you get to be comfortable with your group members and communicating becomes easier and more honest, and by bringing this skill to new people, everyone improves.  Workshops are meant to be a time for you and your group members to revise, edit, share, and ultimately improve your chosen pieces.  This is also when you will refine your portfolio and magazine work.
In-Class Activities

· These will vary in length, but occasionally we will work on something in class that is a graded assignment.  These can later be revised and refined for portfolio pieces or magazine submissions.  Some are listed below:

· Classified Ad

· Abstract Noun Characters

· 10 nouns, 10 verbs

· Photo Starter

· Dictionary Scavenge

· Annapolis Observations

· “Found Poetry”

· Prop Bag
Missing or Late Work – Work not turned in will automatically earn a zero. Small assignments begun in class are generally due that day or the next at the latest (although there may be exceptions).  County policy applies in that no work will be accepted past the deadline and that late work will be dropped one letter grade.  Note that missing one assignment will drop your grade by an entire letter.  BE RESPONSIBLE.

*** warnings ***

Do not, under any circumstances, approach me with excuses about sports, activities, or assignments for other classes that prevented you from completing work for this class.  What this says to me is “Mrs. Garrett, your class is not as important to me as these other things, and I decided to push my writing work to the side.”   This will not make me inclined to be sympathetic, and will actually result in quite the opposite.  

Do track your progress throughout the semester.  It will help you…I promise.

Do not come to me at the end of the term and expect to raise an “F” to a “B” in a matter of days.  Be responsible, keep track of your scores, and make sure you are doing your part to pass the course.
Class Routines – Class will follow a basic procedure daily.  This procedure does not and never will include cell phones.  Turn it off, put it away, or prepare to lose it to Mr. Smith until a parent can come retrieve the phone.
· There will be a short assignment posted to get the day started.  Once you finish copying your objectives, begin this assignment.

· Once all students have arrived, the tardy bell has rung, attendance has been entered, the opening assignment has been completed, and objectives have been reviewed, we will have a daily “freewrite.”  The rules for this are simple and non-negotiable:
· ABSOLUTE SILENCE is mandatory.  Do not be the person who ruins this time for the whole class.  You will be invited to leave.

· Your pen is to keep moving the entire time.  Do not stop writing for any reason.  Even if you can’t think of what to write, write about that.

· Do not scratch out, re-read, go back, or do any type of correction during this time.  If you don’t like a word or phrase, a quick line through it will do, and then keep going.  Don’t break the flow.

· These will last for 10 minutes each day.

· You may share or not…it’s up to you.  The only response given when sharing will be a simple “Thank you.”  We will discuss this further in class.
· These freewrites are an invaluable way to get pieces of writing started.  Do not let this time go to waste.

· The majority of the class period will be spent writing.  We will read and take notes on the writing process, but the vast majority of time will be spent writing, writing, writing.  That is, after all, the name of the course!  If this does not sound like something you will maintain and enjoy, please see your counselor for a transfer to a different course.  Do not waste your time, mine, and that of your classmates in a situation where you will not be encouraged to achieve success.

· We will go on one writing marathon in Annapolis.  This is an all-day trip that will require you to find a ride home from campus after school.  The cost of the trip is deferred by sales of the literary magazine, so the more you sell, the less you pay for the trip.  Writing on this trip is required.  It is NOT a day to go shopping with your friends.  I will stalk you.  Five pieces of writing are to be completed and will be checked on the bus before returning to school.  There will also be a sharing time at the end of the trip.  You will be required to turn in your best piece of writing from the day’s experiences for publication.
· A required component of this course is to participate in the creation and publication of the school literary magazine, “1200 Bulldogs and a Typewriter.”  You are expected to contribute at least one piece of writing to each issue.  In addition to submitting pieces of writing, you are also responsible for publicizing and selling the finished product.  Details of publication schedules will be given in class.  

· All purses and bags of any sort must be placed on the floor during class.  I do not want to falsely accuse anyone of texting in class, and this will help to solve that issue.  On a related note, it is extremely conspicuous when someone is paying exceptionally close attention to his or her lap or pocket.  This is not sneaky.  It’s actually painfully obvious.
· Do not, do not, do not begin packing your belongings while class is going on.  That is incredibly rude and disrespectful.  The bell does not dismiss you.  I do.  

In this classroom, you will be expected to behave in an adult manner.  This means showing respect to all, regardless of differences of any type.  I consider the classroom to be a sanctuary for learning, where every student can feel safe to express himself or herself without fear of criticism or teasing.  We are all unique and none of us is perfect, so everyone must be accepted equally.  We will be reading, writing, talking, and learning together for the entire semester, and in order for this to work and be pleasant for everyone, we must behave as respectful, responsible members of our classroom community.  I will show you respect and I expect it to be shown in return.  Any language or behavior that may be interpreted as insulting is not welcome as it destroys the safe atmosphere.  I have faith that everyone will abide by these expectations in order to have the best semester possible.  If not, I want you to have faith that offenders will be asked to vacate the room until they feel ready to return in a functional manner.  
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